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ABSTRACT

A Bowl of Green Fire: Sonata for Electric Guitar, Piano and Vibraphone
by

David Matthew Shere

The electric guitar has indisputably re-defined the world of contemporary
music beyond all question for the past 60 years. It is an inspired creative resource of
vast potential, a melodic vehicle capable of spectacular linear gymnastics and an
incredible array of extended techniques, and a sonic medium which physically
bridges the gap between acoustic and electronic music in the most direct, literal way

possible.

The title of this trio is a reference to an H.P. Lovecraft story, "The Temple".
The narrative takes place during WWI, 1917. A German U-Boat is mysteriously
disabled by a dying sailor's curse, and eventually sinks. After a long descent, it
comes to rest on the ocean floor amid the ruins of a sunken city. In total blackness,
the U-Boat captain notices a growing phosphorescence coming from the magnificent
remains of a nearby temple. "...[T]he door and windows of the undersea temple
hewn from the rocky hill were vividly aglow with a flickering radiance, as from a
mighty altar-flame far within." The captain dons a diving suit and leaves his ship to
find this source of light; he is never heard from again. I imagine him in his last
moments finally standing before this altar-flame, perceiving it as a great carven-

stone bowl filled with greenish phosphorescence, a "bowl of green fire".

The various movements are intended to visually depict or suggest various
scenes from the Lovecraft story (for example, movement IV, also dedicated to John

Cage, describes the cold desolation of the ocean floor and the immense canyon in



which the sunken city lies). The primary synaesthetic sound-colors intended to be

conveyed by this piece are blues and greens.

The interplay between the piano, vibraphone and guitar is intended to suggest
the juxtaposition of the dark blue of the deep-sea water, the flickering green of the
mysterious radiance from the temple, and the gray-black stones of the ruined city.
The harmonic language is a hybridization of modernism, post-Impressionism heavily

influenced by Ravel and Messiaen, fusionistic jazz, and perceptually-distorted blues.
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